Preface*

The Author of " London through Chinese Eyes "
is one of the brilliant band of young Chinese who have
not only passed through a University course in England
with great credit and marked success, but who have
entered fully into the spirit of our social life and national
institutions* All Chinese who have studied abroad are
popularly known in China as " Returned Students " of
whom there are now many thousands engaged in high and
responsible work all over this vast country and to whom
their compatriots generally look for national uplift and
regeneration, America has been especially active and
successful in promoting Chinese education, but no country
can claim a monopoly of furthering a cause to which all
have made valuable contributions* American and English
trained students are to be found in every department
of the Government: students who have received their
education in France or Belgium are almost equally pro-
minent in public life: and amongst the Japanese students
is the distinguished Governor of Shansi who has shown
what a Chinese province can become under modern
administrative methods wisely and justly applied*

When I came to China forty-three years ago, the
English language was practically unknown except in the
jargon called " Pidgin " English, which was spoken at
the Treaty Ports but is now disdained by self-respecting
Chinese* The change that has passed over the country
in this respect during the past twenty years needs to be